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consequently almost as perishable as their
originals. Van Huysum's finical & elaborate
works will pass for Standards, because Lady
Di's bold characteristic touches will not
exist! They are like the excellence of a
great actor or musician, whose perfections
live only in tradition, & cannot be com-
pared with the merit of prior or subsequent
performers. If the Apollo Belvedere were
not extant, who wou'd believe that it has
never been equalled ?

I am sorry your residence is so unenter-
taining, but I rejoice that all around you
is so tranquill. I hate the authors of big
news, who precipitate the Bills of Mortality
& rival a pestilence. It is better to be
occupied about a Deon or a Cagliostro than
about a hero.

Yrs Most Sincerely,

H.W.

A Monsieur.

Monsieur Thomas Walpole,
Ministre Pl&nipotentiaire

de Sa Majest<5 Britannique,
& la Conr de Munich.natural flowers that exceed
